
 

 

520 Lafayette Road  

St. Paul, MN  55155-4194 
 

MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 
Phone: 651-757-2873 

Fax: 651-297-2343 
          www.eqb.state.mn.us 

 

Wednesday, June 19, 2013 

 

Meeting Location:  MPCA Board Room 

St. Paul, Minnesota 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

AGENDA 

 
 

I. *Adoption of Consent Agenda 

  Proposed Agenda for June 19, 2013, Board Meeting 

  May 15, 2013, Meeting Minutes 

 

II. Introductions 

 

III. Chair’s Report 

 

IV. Executive Director’s Report 

 

V. EQB Requirements in Legislation:  HF976, Article 4 (Laws 2013, Ch. 114) 

- Sec. 91, Subd. 2:  Model standards and criteria for silica sand activities, by October 1  

- Sec. 91, Subd. 3:  Technical assistance team for silica sand, by October 1  

- Sec. 93:  Library of local government regulatory controls on silica sand, by October 1 

- Sec. 105:  Rules for sand activities, including requirements in the new, temporary 

category for sand activities in Sec. 92 

- Sec. 94:  Require water resources assessment in EAW  

 

VI. EAW Form Revision 

 

VII. Fillmore-Houston-Winona Silica Sand Facilities EIS Update 

 

VIII. Governors’ Institute on Community Design Workshop Update 

 

IX. Adjourn 

 
Note: Items on the agenda are preliminary until the agenda is approved by the board. 

 

This agenda and schedule may be made available in other formats, such as Braille, large type or audiotape, upon 

request. People with disabilities should contact Elizabeth Tegdesch, Board Administrator, as soon as possible to 

request an accommodation (e.g., sign language interpreter) to participate in these meetings. 

                                                 
* Items requiring discussion may be removed from the Consent Agenda 

**Denotes a decision item 

 

http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/
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520 Lafayette Road 

St. Paul, MN  55155-4194 
 

MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 
Phone: 651-757-2873 

Fax: 651-297-2343 
          www.eqb.state.mn.us 

 

 

Wednesday, June 19, 2013 

 

Meeting Location:  MPCA Board Room 

St. Paul, Minnesota 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

ANNOTATED AGENDA 

 

General  
This month’s meeting will take place in the MPCA Board Room at 520 Lafayette Road in 

St. Paul. The meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. Staff will be available for briefing and questions at 

12:30 p.m.  

I. *Adoption of Consent Agenda 
  Proposed Agenda for, June 19, 2013, Board Meeting 

  May 15, 2013, Meeting Minutes 

 

II. Introductions 

 

III. Chair’s Report 

 

IV. Executive Director’s Report 

 

V. EQB Requirements in Legislation:  HF976, Article 4 (Laws 2013, Ch. 114) 

 

Presenter:  Jeff Smyser  

EQB Staff, 651-757-2279 

 

Materials enclosed: Legislation Excerpts HF976 

- Sec. 91, Subd. 2:  Model standards and criteria for silica sand activities, by October 1  

- Sec. 91, Subd. 3:  Technical assistance team for silica sand, by October 1  

- Sec. 93:  Library of local government regulatory controls on silica sand, by October 1 

- Sec. 105:  Rules for sand activities, including requirements in Sec. 92 

- Sec. 92:  Temporary category for sand activities 

- Sec. 94:  Require water resources assessment in EAW  

 

Issue before the Board: 
The Board will hear a summary of elements of HF 976 that include mandates for the EQB’s 

current and future activities.  Several elements support revising the EAW form. 

                                                 
* Items requiring discussion may be removed from the Consent Agenda 

**Denotes a Decision Item 

http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/
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VI. EAW Form Revision 

 

Presenter:  Jeff Smyser  

EQB Staff, 651-757-2279 

 

Materials enclosed:  Current EAW form (Version 8/08rev) 

    Draft new EAW form (Version June 19, 2013) 

 

Issue before the Board:   
The EQB is responsible for creating and updating the form used for an Environmental 

Assessment Worksheet (EAW).  Based on past work and the new legislation, a new EAW form 

is proposed for adoption at the next meeting on July 17. 

 

Background: 

EQB staff worked on revising the EAW form in 2010-2011.  The project involved a workgroup 

of professionals with experience preparing and reviewing environmental review documents.  The 

workgroup included staff from state agencies, local governments, and consulting firms.  After 18 

months of work the new form was nearing completion but EQB staff attrition caused the project 

to be shelved.  Following Executive Order 11-32, the Environmental Review Improvement 

team’s 2012 report included in its recommendations that the EAW form revision should be 

completed.  The recent adoption of HF 976 by the Minnesota Legislature catalyzed action to 

complete the revision of the EAW form.  The legislation includes several requirements that take 

effect within weeks, and revising the EAW form is the most effective means of addressing the 

new mandates. 

 

Discussion: 

HF 976 (Laws 2013, Chapter 114) includes several new requirements for environmental review.  

Of particular note is Section 94, which amends MN Statutes 116D, the Minnesota Environmental 

Policy Act. 

 

Sec. 94. Minnesota Statutes 2012, section 116D.04, is amended by adding a subdivision 

to read: 

 

Subd. 16. Groundwater; environmental assessment worksheets. When an 

environmental assessment worksheet is required for a proposed action that has the 

potential to require a groundwater appropriation permit from the commissioner of natural 

resources, the board shall require that the environmental assessment worksheet include an 

assessment of the water resources available for appropriation. 

 

Note that this specifically instructs the EQB (“the board”) to require that an EAW includes “an 

assessment of the water resources available for appropriation.”  This phrase also appears in 

requirements for an EAW on sand mining, storage, and processing found in Section 92 of the 
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new law at line 123.31.  Section 92 also requires at line 123.27 that an EAW on sand facilities 

must include 

 

“a hydrogeologic investigation assessing potential groundwater and surface water effects 

and geologic conditions that could create an increased risk of potentially significant 

effects on groundwater and surface water”. 

 

These requirements are not adequately addressed in the current EAW form or the 2011 draft of 

the new form.  Staff has added some text to that draft to address these new legislative 

requirements. 

 

There are two ways to require something in an EAW:  amend MN Rules 4410 or amend the 

EAW form.  Rule revisions require many months.  The EAW form can be amended by the EQB 

without going through the extensive rulemaking process.  MN Rules 4410.1300 states that “The 

EQB chair shall develop an EAW form to be used by the RGU.”  The same Rule also states that 

“The EAW form shall be assessed by the EQB chair periodically and may be altered by the EQB 

chair to improve the effectiveness of the document.” 

 

A draft revision of the EAW form was almost finished in 2011 by a multidisciplinary team.  The 

Executive Order work in 2012 highlighted the needed improvement to the form.  The new 

legislation created new requirements for an EAW that currently are not met by the form.  These 

requirements become effective in July and August, so action is needed. 

 

Staff is working on revisions to “EAW Guidelines,” the guidance document that serves as a de 

facto instruction booklet for preparing an EAW.  The new guidance document will be finished 

within a few months to facilitate the transition to the new form. 

 

Staff recommendation: 

The existing EAW form and the draft new form are provided to the Board in the meeting packet 

for consideration and discussion.  Staff requests direction from the Board with the intent to adopt 

a new form at the July 17 meeting. 

 

 

 

VII. Fillmore-Houston-Winona County Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Update  

 

Presenter:  Jeff Smyser 

  EQB Staff, 651-757-2279 

 

Materials enclosed: None  

 

Issue before the Board:   
Update on the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process.  
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Background: 

The Board will recall that a number of silica sand mines have been proposed in three counties: 

Fillmore, Houston, and Winona.  EAWs have been completed for several of the mines.  The 

proposed mines are phased actions that must be considered in total under the rules of the 

environmental review program and therefore crossed the threshold for a mandatory 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  At the request of the three counties, on March 20
th

 the 

Environmental Quality Board re-assigned the responsibility for the EIS from the counties to 

itself, the EQB. 

 

Staff will provide an update on the multi-county EIS on silica sand facilities. 

 

 

 

VIII. Governors’ Institute on Community Design Workshop Update   
 

Presenter:  Ellen Anderson 

  Senior Advisor to the Governor, 651-201-6173  

 

Materials enclosed: None  

 

Issue before the Board:   
Workshops with the Governors’ Institute on Community Design Workshop were arranged as a 

follow-up to the Minnesota Environmental Congress.  The first workshop occurred May 2.  The 

follow-up half day workshop will occur June 20.  The intent is to help the EQB shape a vision 

for the future that addresses Minnesota’s environment and energy challenges and opportunities. 

 

All of the information leading up to the Minnesota Environmental Congress has been made 

available on the Environmental Congress website, located at: 

www.mn.gov/environmentalcongress.  

 

IX. Adjourn 

http://www.mn.gov/environmentalcongress


 

MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Wednesday, May 15, 2013 

MPCA Room Board Room, 520 Lafayette Road, St. Paul 
 

 
EQB Members Present:  Dave Frederickson, Brian Napstad, John Saxhaug, Erik Tomlinson,  
John Linc Stine, Ed Ehlinger, Kate Knuth, Tom Landwehr, Julie Goehring, Katie Clark-Sieben,  
Spencer Cronk 
 
EQB Members Absent:  Kristin Duncanson, Mike Rothman, Charlie Zelle 
 
Staff Present:  Bob Patton, Kate Frantz, Jeff Smyser (EQB), Beth Tegdesch MPCA for EQB 
 
Chair Dave Frederickson called the meeting to order at 1:06 p.m.  
 
I. Adoption of Consent Agenda and Minutes 

A motion to adopt the Consent Agenda and approve the April 17, 2013, meeting minutes was 
made, seconded, and carried unanimously. 

II. Introductions 

III. Chair’s Report 
No report 

IV. Executive Director’s Report 
Bob Patton gave a brief legislative update. The Environment and Natural Resources Conference 
Committee met last night and will be meeting today. The Committee has not completed the budget 
items so we do not know the answers to budget questions. They did finish up the Silica Sand Policy 
last night. The EQB development of silica sand standards and criteria, also assembly by EQB of a 
Silica Sand Technical Assistance Team, the creation of library of local ordinances and permits were 
approved and all EQB duties need to be completed by October 2013. Additionally, changes have 
been made to environmental review statutes pertaining to silica sand, (a new category with PCA as 
the RGU and change from 40 acres to 20 acres for silica sand mining); so what has been adopted is 
a temporary standard for ER mandatory categories for EAWs. Silica sand mines 20 acres or more, 
and facilities that conduct storage and processing of silica sand for a certain throughput will need to 
do an EAW for new projects. This change will be in session law so there will be Legislative 
standards in place for two years. During that time EQB has a mandate and authority to do 
permanent, full-fledged rulemaking on those new categories. One of the considerations of the 
rulemaking is whether the original standards should remain in place and also whether there should 
be a differentiation of those standards for different parts of the state. Another big part of the effort is 
the creation of a new permit category for silica sand mining near trout streams in the southeast part 
of the state. The compromise position that did get adopted was for DNR permitting within that one 
mile. That was a significant part of the Environmental Policy Bill. 

 

V. Designation of a Different Responsible Governmental Unit for Dredging of the Navigational 
Channel in Lower Pool 2 of the Mississippi River by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Presenter: Jeff Smyser, EQB Staff 
 



 

Reassignment of Responsible Governmental Unit duties from Dakota County to the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources for the project proposed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
to realign the navigational channel in the Mississippi River. 
 
Recommendation from the staff is that EQB find that the DNR does have greater expertise than 
Dakota County and that the order would be that the EQB hereby designates the DNR as the RGU 
for the project. Both the County and the DNR are in agreement. 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE 

 
MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 

 
Designation of a Different Responsible Governmental Unit for Environmental Review of Dredging of 

the Navigational Channel in Lower Pool 2 of the Mississippi River by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board approves and adopts the  
Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Order designating the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources  
as the responsible governmental unit (RGU) for the environmental review of the proposed dredging of 

the navigational channel in Lower Pool 2 of the Mississippi River by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that David J. Frederickson, Chair of the Board, is authorized to sign the 

adopted Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Order. 
 

VI. Fillmore-Houston-Winona Silica Sand Facilities EIS Update 
Presenter: Jeff Smyser, EQB Staff 
 
Update on the Environmental Impact Statement process. 

 
The Board will recall that a number of silica sand mines have been proposed in three counties: 
Fillmore, Houston, and Winona. EAWs have been completed for several of the mines. The 
proposed mines are phased actions that must be considered in total under the rules of the 
environmental review program and therefore crossed the threshold for a mandatory 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). At the request of the three counties, on March 20th the 
Environmental Quality Board re-assigned the responsibility for the EIS from the counties to itself, 
the EQB. 

 
 Staff sent out an e-mail to the project proposers, representatives, and consultants with a list of 

potential meeting dates between now and the middle of June to have the initial meeting and get 
the scoping process going. The purpose of the meeting will be to discuss the overall process, how 
the EIS will work procedurally, the timelines, and the roles of the different stakeholders. After 
that we will set up more meetings where we will be able to get more definitive; make some 
decisions, cost estimates, how we will handle the funding etc. An EIS manager needs to be hired, 
and the PCA is almost finished with the position description.  

 
 More discussion followed. 
 



 

VII. EQB Roles and Authorities under the Environmental Review Program 
Presenter: Kate Frantz, EQB staff 

 
A brief overview of the Environmental Review program and the roles and authorities of the EQB 
within this program was presented to the Board. Minnesota Rules chapter 4410 provides 
oversight of the Environmental Review program in Minnesota and defines rules and authorities of 
the EQB and the EQB chair. The original rules can be found at The Office of the Revisor of 
Statutes webpage at https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/; search for Rule 4410. 
Five categories are as follows: 
 

1. Program Oversight 
a. review and amend Minnesota Rules chapter 4410 
b. create and update the EAW form 
c. approve alternative forms of environmental review 

2. Determining and assigning a Responsible Government Unit (RGU) 
a. for petitions 
b. when the RGU is in question 
c. RGU re-designation at EQB discretion 

3. Ordering a review 
a. discretionary EAW 
b. order and preparation of Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS) 

4. Determining adequacy of a review 
a. adequacy of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
b. adequacy of Alternative Urban Areawide Review (AUAR) 

5. Unique actions 
a. variance from prohibition on governmental decisions 
b. emergency action, authorization to proceed 
c. EIS cost disagreements 

 
More discussion followed. 

 

VIII. Governor’s Institute on Community Design Workshop Update 
Presenter: Ellen Anderson, Senior Advisor to the Governor 

 
 A brief update was shared with the Board. There was good conversation and very good turnout at 

the May 2nd workshop. The follow-up half day meeting is scheduled for June 20th, 11:30-3:30 at 
the Veterans Service Building. A final report will be written reflecting the agreement that is 
reached. A final EQB staff report will be written at the end of this process, hopefully June 30th, 
wrapping up the culmination of the Executive Order and the public engagement process. 

IX. Adjourn 
 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/
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120.20  Sec. 91. [116C.99] SILICA SAND MINING MODEL STANDARDS AND 

120.21  CRITERIA. 

120.22   Subdivision 1. Definitions. The definitions in this subdivision apply to sections 

120.23  116C.99 to 116C.992. 

120.24   (a) "Local unit of government" means a county, statutory or home rule charter city, 

120.25  or town. 

120.26  (b) "Mining" means excavating silica sand by any process, including digging, 

120.27  excavating, drilling, blasting, tunneling, dredging, stripping, or by shaft. 

120.28   (c) "Processing" means washing, cleaning, screening, crushing, filtering, sorting, 

120.29  processing, stockpiling, and storing silica sand, either at the mining site or at any other site. 

120.30   (d) "Silica sand" means well-rounded, sand-sized grains of quartz (silicon dioxide), 

120.31  with very little impurities in terms of other minerals. Specifically, the silica sand for the 

120.32  purposes of this section is commercially valuable for use in the hydraulic fracturing of 

120.33  shale to obtain oil and natural gas. Silica sand does not include common rock, stone, 

121.1  aggregate, gravel, sand with a low quartz level, or silica compounds recovered as a 

121.2  by-product of metallic mining. 

121.3   (e) "Silica sand project" means the excavation and mining and processing of silica 

121.4  sand; the washing, cleaning, screening, crushing, filtering, drying, sorting, stockpiling, 

121.5  and storing of silica sand, either at the mining site or at any other site; the hauling and 

121.6  transporting of silica sand; or a facility for transporting silica sand to destinations by rail, 

121.7  barge, truck, or other means of transportation. 

121.8   (f) "Temporary storage" means the storage of stock piles of silica sand that have 

121.9  been transported and await further transport. 

121.10   (g) "Transporting" means hauling and transporting silica sand, by any carrier: 

121.11   (1) from the mining site to a processing or transfer site; or 

121.12   (2) from a processing or storage site to a rail, barge, or transfer site for transporting 

121.13  to destinations. 

121.14   Subd. 2. Standards and criteria. (a) By October 1, 2013, the Environmental 

121.15  Quality Board, in consultation with local units of government, shall develop model 

121.16  standards and criteria for mining, processing, and transporting silica sand. These standards 

121.17  and criteria may be used by local units of government in developing local ordinances. The 

121.18  standards and criteria shall be different for different geographic areas of the state. The 

121.19  unique karst conditions and landforms of southeastern Minnesota shall be considered 

121.20 unique when compared with the flat scoured river terraces and uniform hydrology of the 

121.21  Minnesota Valley. The standards and criteria developed shall reflect those differences in 

121.22  varying regions of the state. The standards and criteria must include: 

121.23   (1) recommendations for setbacks or buffers for mining operation and processing, 

121.24  including: 

121.25   (i) any residence or residential zoning district boundary; 

121.26   (ii) any property line or right-of-way line of any existing or proposed street or 

121.27  highway; 

121.28  (iii) ordinary high water levels of public waters; 

121.29   (iv) bluffs; 

121.30   (v) designated trout streams, Class 2A water as designated in the rules of the 

121.31  Pollution Control Agency, or any perennially flowing tributary of a designated trout 

121.32  stream or Class 2A water; 
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121.33   (vi) calcareous fens; 

121.34   (vii) wellhead protection areas as defined in section 103I.005; 

121.35   (viii) critical natural habitat acquired by the commissioner of natural resources 

121.36  under section 84.944; and 

122.1  (ix) a natural resource easement paid wholly or in part by public funds; 

122.2   (2) standards for hours of operation; 

122.3  (3) groundwater and surface water quality and quantity monitoring and mitigation 

122.4  plan requirements, including: 

122.5   (i) applicable groundwater and surface water appropriation permit requirements; 

122.6  (ii) well sealing requirements; 

122.7  (iii) annual submission of monitoring well data; and 

122.8   (iv) storm water runoff rate limits not to exceed two-, ten-, and 100-year storm events; 

122.9   (4) air monitoring and data submission requirements; 

122.10  (5) dust control requirements; 

122.11  (6) noise testing and mitigation plan requirements; 

122.12   (7) blast monitoring plan requirements; 

122.13   (8) lighting requirements; 

122.14   (9) inspection requirements; 

122.15  (10) containment requirements for silica sand in temporary storage to protect air 

122.16  and water quality; 

122.17  (11) containment requirements for chemicals used in processing; 

122.18  (12) financial assurance requirements; 

122.19   (13) road and bridge impacts and requirements; and 

122.20   (14) reclamation plan requirements as required under the rules adopted by the 

122.21  commissioner of natural resources. 

122.22   Subd. 3. Silica sand technical assistance team. By October 1, 2013, the 

122.23  Environmental Quality Board shall assemble a silica sand technical assistance team 

122.24  to provide local units of government, at their request, with assistance with ordinance 

122.25  development, zoning, environmental review and permitting, monitoring, or other issues 

122.26  arising from silica sand mining and processing operations. The technical assistance team 

122.27  may be chosen from representatives of the following entities: the Department of Natural 

122.28  Resources, the Pollution Control Agency, the Board of Water and Soil Resources, the 

122.29  Department of Health, the Department of Transportation, the University of Minnesota, 

122.30  the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities, and federal agencies. A majority of the 

122.31  members must be from a state agency and all members must have expertise in one or more 

122.32  of the following areas: silica sand mining, hydrology, air quality, water quality, land use, 

122.33  or other areas related to silica sand mining. 

122.34   Subd. 4. Consideration of technical assistance team recommendations. (a)When 

122.35  the technical assistance team, at the request of the local unit of government, assembles 

122.36  findings or makes a recommendation related to a proposed silica sand project for the 

123.1  protection of human health and the environment, a local government unit must consider 

123.2  the findings or recommendations of the technical assistance team in its approval or denial 

123.3  of a silica sand project. If the local government unit does not agree with the technical 

123.4  assistance team's findings and recommendations, the detailed reasons for the disagreement 

123.5  must be part of the local government unit's record of decision. 

123.6  (b) Silica sand project proposers must cooperate in providing local government unit 
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123.7  staff, and members of the technical assistance team with information regarding the project. 

123.8   (c) When a local unit of government requests assistance from the silica sand 

123.9  technical assistance team for environmental review or permitting of a silica sand project 

123.10  the local unit of government may assess the project proposer for reasonable costs of the 

123.11  assistance and use the funds received to reimburse the entity providing that assistance. 

 

123.12  EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment. 

 

 

 

 

 

124.10  Sec. 93. [116C.992] TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, ORDINANCE, AND PERMIT 

124.11  LIBRARY. 

124.12   By October 1, 2013, the Environmental Quality Board, in consultation with local 

124.13  units of government, shall create and maintain a library on local government ordinances 

124.14  and local government permits that have been approved for regulation of silica sand 

124.15  projects for reference by local governments. 

 

 

 

132.13  Sec. 105. RULES; SILICA SAND. 

132.14   (a) The commissioner of the Pollution Control Agency shall adopt rules pertaining 

132.15 to the control of particulate emissions from silica sand projects. The rulemaking is exempt 

132.16  from Minnesota Statutes, section 14.125. 

132.17  (b) The commissioner of natural resources shall adopt rules pertaining to the 

132.18  reclamation of silica sand mines. The rulemaking is exempt from Minnesota Statutes, 

132.19  section 14.125. 

132.20   (c) By January 1, 2014, the Department of Health shall adopt an air quality 

132.21  health-based value for silica sand. 

132.22   (d) The Environmental Quality Board shall amend its rules for environmental 

132.23  review, adopted under Minnesota Statutes, chapter 116D, for silica sand mining and 

132.24  processing to take into account the increased activity in the state and concerns over the 

132.25  size of specific operations. The Environmental Quality Board shall consider whether 

132.26  the requirements of Minnesota Statutes, section 116C.991, should remain part of the 

132.27  environmental review requirements for silica sand and whether the requirements should 

132.28  be different for different geographic areas of the state. The rulemaking is exempt from 

132.29  Minnesota Statutes, section 14.125. 

 

 

 

123.13  Sec. 92. [116C.991] ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW; SILICA SAND PROJECTS. 

123.14  (a) Until two years after the effective date of this section, an environmental 

123.15  assessment worksheet must be prepared for any silica sand project that meets or exceeds 

123.16  the following thresholds, unless the project meets or exceeds the thresholds for an 

123.17  environmental impact statement under rules of the Environmental Quality Board and an 



Legislation Excerpts, HF976, Art. 4  page 4 

 

 

 

page 4 

123.18  environmental impact statement must be prepared: 

123.19   (1) excavates 20 or more acres of land to a mean depth of ten feet or more during its 

123.20  existence. The local government is the responsible governmental unit; or 

123.21   (2) is designed to store or is capable of storing more than 7,500 tons of silica sand or 

123.22  has an annual throughput of more than 200,000 tons of silica sand and is not required to 

123.23  receive a permit from the Pollution Control Agency. The Pollution Control Agency is the 

123.24  responsible governmental unit. 

123.25   (b) In addition to the contents required under statute and rule, an environmental 

123.26  assessment worksheet completed according to this section must include: 

123.27   (1) a hydrogeologic investigation assessing potential groundwater and surface water 

123.28  effects and geologic conditions that could create an increased risk of potentially significant 

123.29  effects on groundwater and surface water; 

123.30   (2) for a project with the potential to require a groundwater appropriation permit 

123.31  from the commissioner of natural resources, an assessment of the water resources 

123.32  available for appropriation; 

123.33   (3) an air quality impact assessment that includes an assessment of the potential 

123.34  effects from airborne particulates and dust; 

124.1   (4) a traffic impact analysis, including documentation of existing transportation 

124.2  systems, analysis of the potential effects of the project on transportation, and mitigation 

124.3  measures to eliminate or minimize adverse impacts; 

124.4  (5) an assessment of compatibility of the project with other existing uses; and 

124.5   (6) mitigation measures that could eliminate or minimize any adverse environmental 

124.6  effects for the project. 

 

124.7  EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2013, and no permit for 

124.8  a silica sand project subject to this section may be approved after that date unless the 

124.9 required environmental review has been completed. 

 

 

 

 

124.16  Sec. 94. Minnesota Statutes 2012, section 116D.04, is amended by adding a 

124.17  subdivision to read: 

124.18  Subd. 16. Groundwater; environmental assessment worksheets. When an 

124.19  environmental assessment worksheet is required for a proposed action that has the 

124.20  potential to require a groundwater appropriation permit from the commissioner of natural 

124.21  resources, the board shall require that the environmental assessment worksheet include an 

124.22  assessment of the water resources available for appropriation. 



Version 8/08rev 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET  

Note to preparers: This form and EAW Guidelines are available at the Environmental Quality 
Board’s website at: http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/EnvRevGuidanceDocuments.htm.  The 
Environmental Assessment Worksheet provides information about a project that may have the potential for 
significant environmental effects. The EAW is prepared by the Responsible Governmental Unit or its 
agents to determine whether an Environmental Impact Statement should be prepared. The project proposer 
must supply any reasonably accessible data for — but should not complete — the final worksheet. If a 
complete answer does not fit in the space allotted, attach additional sheets as necessary. 
The complete question as well as the answer must be included if the EAW is prepared electronically. 
Note to reviewers: Comments must be submitted to the RGU during the 30-day comment period following 
notice of the EAW in the EQB Monitor. Comments should address the accuracy and completeness of 
information, potential impacts that warrant further investigation and the need for an EIS. 
 
1. Project title    
 
2. Proposer   3. RGU   
 Contact person    Contact person   
 Title    Title   
 Address    Address   
 City, state, ZIP    City, state, ZIP   
 Phone    Phone   
 Fax    Fax   
 E-mail    E-mail   
 
4. Reason for EAW preparation  (check one) 

 ___EIS scoping   ___ Mandatory EAW ___Citizen petition  ___ RGU discretion  ___Proposer 
volunteered  

 
 If EAW or EIS is mandatory give EQB rule category subpart number  and subpart name:  
 
 
5. Project location   County  City/Township    
 
           ¼       ¼  Section   Township    Range    
 
 GPS Coordinates N                                                W 
 Tax Parcel Number  
 
 Attach each of the following to the EAW: 

• County map showing the general location of the project; 
• U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute, 1:24,000 scale map indicating project boundaries 

(photocopy acceptable); 
• Site plan showing all significant project and natural features. 
 

6. Description 
 a. Provide a project summary of 50 words or less to be published in the EQB Monitor. 
 
 
 

b. Give a complete description of the proposed project and related new construction. Attach additional 
sheets as necessary. Emphasize construction, operation methods and features that will cause physical 
manipulation of the environment or will produce wastes. Include modifications to existing equipment or 

http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/EnvRevGuidanceDocuments.htm


industrial processes and significant demolition, removal or remodeling of existing structures. Indicate 
the timing and duration of construction activities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 c. Explain the project purpose; if the project will be carried out by a governmental unit, explain the need 

for the project and identify its beneficiaries. 
 
 
 d. Are future stages of this development including development on any other property planned or likely 

to happen? __Yes   __No 
 If yes, briefly describe future stages, relationship to present project, timeline and plans for 

environmental review. 
 
 
 e. Is this project a subsequent stage of an earlier project?  __Yes   __No 
 If yes, briefly describe the past development, timeline and any past environmental review. 
 
 
 
7. Project magnitude data 
 Total project acreage  
 Number of residential units:  unattached     attached     maximum units per building     
 Commercial, industrial or institutional building area (gross floor space): total square feet     
 Indicate areas of specific uses (in square feet): 
 Office    Manufacturing    
 Retail    Other industrial    
 Warehouse    Institutional    
 Light industrial    Agricultural    
 Other commercial (specify)    
 Building height   If over 2 stories, compare to heights of nearby buildings     
 
8. Permits and approvals required. List all known local, state and federal permits, approvals and 

financial assistance for the project. Include modifications of any existing permits, governmental review 
of plans and all direct and indirect forms of public financial assistance including bond guarantees, Tax 
Increment Financing and infrastructure.  All of these final decisions are prohibited until all appropriate 
environmental review has been completed. See Minnesota Rules, Chapter 4410.3100. 

 Unit of government Type of application Status 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9. Land use. Describe current and recent past land use and development on the site and on adjacent lands. 
Discuss project compatibility with adjacent and nearby land uses. Indicate whether any potential 
conflicts involve environmental matters. Identify any potential environmental hazards due to past site 
uses, such as soil contamination or abandoned storage tanks, or proximity to nearby hazardous liquid or 
gas pipelines. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Cover types. Estimate the acreage of the site with each of the following cover types before and after 

development: 
    Before    After              Before After  
 Types 1-8 wetlands    Lawn/landscaping   
  
 Wooded/forest     Impervious surfaces   
  
 Brush/Grassland     Stormwater Pond     
  

Cropland     Other (describe)    
      
 TOTAL     
  
 If Before and After totals are not equal, explain why: 
 
 
 
11. Fish, wildlife and ecologically sensitive resources 

a. Identify fish and wildlife resources and habitats on or near the site and describe how they would be 
affected by the project. Describe any measures to be taken to minimize or avoid impacts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Are any state-listed (endangered, threatened or special concern) species, rare plant communities or 
other sensitive ecological resources on or near the site?  __Yes   __No 
If yes, describe the resource and how it would be affected by the project. Describe any measures that 
will be taken to minimize or avoid adverse impacts.   Provide the license agreement number            
(LA-______) and/or Division of Ecological Resources contact number (ERDB ___________) from 
which the data were obtained and attach the response letter from the DNR Division of Ecological 
Resources .  Indicate if any additional survey work has been conducted within the site and describe the 
results.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
12. Physical impacts on water resources. Will the project involve the physical or hydrologic alteration 

— dredging, filling, stream diversion, outfall structure, diking, and impoundment — of any surface 
waters such as a lake, pond, wetland, stream or drainage ditch?  __Yes   __No 
If yes, identify water resource affected and give the DNR Public Waters Inventory number(s) if the 
water resources affected are on the PWI:        Describe alternatives considered and proposed 
mitigation measures to minimize impacts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
13. Water use. Will the project involve installation or abandonment of any water wells, connection to or 

changes in any public water supply or appropriation of any ground or surface water (including 
dewatering)?  __Yes   __No 
If yes, as applicable, give location and purpose of any new wells; public supply affected, changes to be 
made, and water quantities to be used; the source, duration, quantity and purpose of any 
appropriations; and unique well numbers and DNR appropriation permit numbers, if known. Identify 
any existing and new wells on the site map. If there are no wells known on site, explain methodology 
used to determine. 

 
 
 
 
 
14. Water-related land use management district.  Does any part of the project involve a shoreland 

zoning district, a delineated 100-year flood plain, or a state or federally designated wild or scenic river 
land use district?  __Yes   __No 

 If yes, identify the district and discuss project compatibility with district land use restrictions. 
 
 
 
 
15. Water surface use. Will the project change the number or type of watercraft on any water body?  

__Yes   __No 
 If yes, indicate the current and projected watercraft usage and discuss any potential overcrowding or 

conflicts with other uses. 
 
 
 
16. Erosion and sedimentation. Give the acreage to be graded or excavated and the cubic yards of soil to 

be moved:      acres    ;  cubic yards.   Describe any steep slopes or highly erodible 
soils and identify them on the site map. Describe any erosion and sedimentation control measures to be 
used during and after project construction. 

 
 
 
 
17. Water quality: surface water runoff 

a. Compare the quantity and quality of site runoff before and after the project. Describe permanent 
controls to manage or treat runoff. Describe any stormwater pollution prevention plans. 

 
 
 
 



b. Identify routes and receiving water bodies for runoff from the site; include major downstream water 
bodies as well as the immediate receiving waters. Estimate impact runoff on the quality of receiving 
waters. 

 
 
 
18. Water quality: wastewaters 
 a. Describe sources, composition and quantities of all sanitary, municipal and industrial wastewater 

produced or treated at the site. 
 
 
 
 

b. Describe waste treatment methods or pollution prevention efforts and give estimates of composition 
after treatment. Identify receiving waters, including major downstream water bodies (identifying any 
impaired waters), and estimate the discharge impact on the quality of receiving waters. If the project 
involves on-site sewage systems, discuss the suitability of site conditions for such systems. 

 
 
 
 
 

c. If wastes will be discharged into a publicly owned treatment facility, identify the facility, describe 
any pretreatment provisions and discuss the facility's ability to handle the volume and composition of 
wastes, identifying any improvements necessary. 

 
 
 
 
19. Geologic hazards and soil conditions 
 a. Approximate depth (in feet) to ground water:            minimum             average;    
 to bedrock:       minimum          average. 

Describe any of the following geologic site hazards to ground water and also identify them on the site 
map: sinkholes, shallow limestone formations or karst conditions. Describe measures to avoid or 
minimize environmental problems due to any of these hazards. 

 
 
 
 
 

b. Describe the soils on the site, giving NRCS (SCS) classifications, if known. Discuss soil texture and 
potential for groundwater contamination from wastes or chemicals spread or spilled onto the soils. 
Discuss any mitigation measures to prevent such contamination. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
20. Solid wastes, hazardous wastes, storage tanks 

a. Describe types, amounts and compositions of solid or hazardous wastes, including solid animal 
manure, sludge and ash, produced during construction and operation. Identify method and location of 
disposal. For projects generating municipal solid waste, indicate if there is a source separation plan; 
describe how the project will be modified for recycling. If hazardous waste is generated, indicate if 
there is a hazardous waste minimization plan and routine hazardous waste reduction assessments.  

 



 
b. Identify any toxic or hazardous materials to be used or present at the site and identify measures to be 
used to prevent them from contaminating groundwater. If the use of toxic or hazardous materials will 
lead to a regulated waste, discharge or emission, discuss any alternatives considered to minimize or 
eliminate the waste, discharge or emission.  

 
 

c. Indicate the number, location, size and use of any above or below ground tanks to store petroleum 
products or other materials, except water. Describe any emergency response containment plans.  

 
 
 
21. Traffic.  Parking spaces added:           
 Existing spaces (if project involves expansion):  

Estimated total average daily traffic generated: 
 Estimated maximum peak hour traffic generated and time of occurrence: 
 Indicate source of trip generation rates used in the estimates.  
 If the peak hour traffic generated exceeds 250 vehicles or the total daily trips exceeds 2,500, a traffic 

impact study must be prepared as part of the EAW.  Using the format and procedures described in the 
Minnesota Department of Transportation’s Traffic Impact Study Guidance (available at: 
http://www.oim.dot.state.mn.us/access/pdfs/Chapter%205.pdf) or a similar local guidance, provide an 
estimate of the impact on traffic congestion on affected roads and describe any traffic improvements 
necessary. The analysis must discuss the project’s impact on the regional transportation system.  

 
 
22. Vehicle-related air emissions. Estimate the effect of the project's traffic generation on air quality, 

including carbon monoxide levels. Discuss the effect of traffic improvements or other mitigation 
measures on air quality impacts. 

 
 
 
23. Stationary source air emissions. Describe the type, sources, quantities and compositions of any 

emissions from stationary sources of air emissions such as boilers, exhaust stacks or fugitive dust 
sources. Include any hazardous air pollutants (consult EAW Guidelines for a listing) and any 
greenhouse gases (such as carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide) and ozone-depleting chemicals 
(chloro-fluorocarbons, hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons or sulfur hexafluoride). Also describe 
any proposed pollution prevention techniques and proposed air pollution control devices. Describe the 
impacts on air quality. 

 
 
 
 
 
24. Odors, noise and dust. Will the project generate odors, noise or dust during construction or during 

operation?  __Yes   __No 
If yes, describe sources, characteristics, duration, quantities or intensity and any proposed measures to 
mitigate adverse impacts. Also identify locations of nearby sensitive receptors and estimate impacts on 
them. Discuss potential impacts on human health or quality of life. (Note: fugitive dust generated by 
operations may be discussed at item 23 instead of here.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.oim.dot.state.mn.us/access/pdfs/Chapter%205.pdf


25. Nearby resources. Are any of the following resources on or in proximity to the site? 
 Archaeological, historical or architectural resources?  __Yes   __No 
 Prime or unique farmlands or land within an agricultural preserve?  __Yes   __No 
 Designated parks, recreation areas or trails?  __Yes   __No 
 Scenic views and vistas?  __Yes   __No 
  Other unique resources?  __Yes   __No 

If yes, describe the resource and identify any project-related impacts on the resource. Describe any 
measures to minimize or avoid adverse impacts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
26. Visual impacts. Will the project create adverse visual impacts during construction or operation? Such 

as glare from intense lights, lights visible in wilderness areas and large visible plumes from cooling 
towers or exhaust stacks?  __Yes   __No 

 If yes, explain. 
 
 
27. Compatibility with plans and land use regulations. Is the project subject to an adopted local 

comprehensive plan, land use plan or regulation, or other applicable land use, water, or resource 
management plan of a local, regional, state or federal agency?  __Yes   __No.   

 If yes, describe the plan, discuss its compatibility with the project and explain how any conflicts will 
be resolved. If no, explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
28. Impact on infrastructure and public services. Will new or expanded utilities, roads, other 

infrastructure or public services be required to serve the project?  __Yes   __No.   
 If yes, describe the new or additional infrastructure or services needed. (Note: any infrastructure that is 

a connected action with respect to the project must be assessed in the EAW; see EAW Guidelines for 
details.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
29. Cumulative potential effects. Minnesota Rule part 4410.1700, subpart 7, item B requires that the 

RGU consider the "cumulative potential effects of related or anticipated future projects" when 
determining the need for an environmental impact statement.  

 Identify any past, present or reasonably foreseeable future projects that may interact with the project 
described in this EAW in such a way as to cause cumulative potential effects. (Such future projects 
would be those that are actually planned or for which a basis of expectation has been laid.)  

 Describe the nature of the cumulative potential effects and summarize any other available information 
relevant to determining whether there is potential for significant environmental effects due to these 
cumulative effects (or discuss each cumulative potential effect under appropriate item(s) elsewhere on 
this form). 

 
 
 
 



30. Other potential environmental impacts. If the project may cause any adverse environmental impacts  
 not addressed by items 1 to 28, identify and discuss them here, along with any proposed mitigation. 
 
 
 
 
 
31. Summary of issues. Do not complete this section if the EAW is being done for EIS scoping; instead, 

address relevant issues in the draft Scoping Decision document, which must accompany the EAW.  
 List any impacts and issues identified above that may require further investigation before the project is 

begun. Discuss any alternatives or mitigative measures that have been or may be considered for these 
impacts and issues, including those that have been or may be ordered as permit conditions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RGU CERTIFICATION.  (The Environmental Quality Board will only accept SIGNED Environmental 
Assessment Worksheets for public notice in the EQB Monitor.) 
  
 I hereby certify that: 

• The information contained in this document is accurate and complete to the best of my 
knowledge. 

• The EAW describes the complete project; there are no other projects, stages or components 
other than those described in this document, which are related to the project as connected 
actions or phased actions, as defined at Minnesota Rules, parts 4410.0200, subparts 9b and 60, 
respectively. 

• Copies of this EAW are being sent to the entire EQB distribution list. 
 
Signature   Date                                       
 
 
Title    
 
 
Environmental Assessment Worksheet was prepared by the staff of the Environmental Quality Board at 
the Minnesota Department of Administration, Office of Geographic and Demographic Analysis.  For 
additional information, worksheets or for EAW Guidelines, contact: Environmental Quality Board, 658 
Cedar St., St. Paul, MN 55155, 651-757-2873, or http://www.eqb.state.mn.us. 

http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/


 

Version June 19, 2013 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET  

This Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) form and EAW Guidelines are available at the 

Environmental Quality Board’s website at: http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/EnvRevGuidanceDocuments.htm.    
The EAW form provides information about a project that may have the potential for significant environmental 

effects. The EAW Guidelines provide additional detail and resources for completing the EAW form. 

Cumulative potential effects can either be addressed under each applicable EAW Item, or can be addresses 

collectively under EAW Item 19. 

Note to reviewers: Comments must be submitted to the RGU during the 30-day comment period following notice 

of the EAW in the EQB Monitor. Comments should address the accuracy and completeness of information, potential 

impacts that warrant further investigation and the need for an EIS. 

 

1. Project title: 

 

2. Proposer:  

Contact person: 

Title: 

Address: 

City, State, ZIP: 

Phone: 

Fax: 

Email: 

 

3. RGU   

Contact person: 

Title: 

Address: 

City, State, ZIP: 

Phone: 

Fax: 

Email: 

 

4. Reason for EAW Preparation:  (check one) 

Required:     Discretionary: 

EIS Scoping     Citizen petition  

  Mandatory EAW    RGU discretion 

       Proposer initiated 

 

If EAW or EIS is mandatory give EQB rule category subpart number(s) and name(s): 

 

5. Project Location:  

County: 

City/Township: 

PLS Location (¼, ¼, Section, Township, Range):  

       Watershed (81 major watershed scale): 

GPS Coordinates:                                                 

Tax Parcel Number:  

 

At a minimum attach each of the following to the EAW: 

 County map showing the general location of the project; 

 U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute, 1:24,000 scale map indicating project boundaries (photocopy 

acceptable); 

 Site plans showing all significant project and natural features. Pre-construction site plan and post site plan 

 

 

6. Project Description: 

a. Provide the brief project summary to be published in the EQB Monitor, (approximately 50 words). 

 

b. Give a complete description of the proposed project and related new construction, including infrastructure 

needs. If the project is an expansion include a description of the existing facility. Emphasize:  1) 

http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/EnvRevGuidanceDocuments.htm


construction, operation methods and features that will cause physical manipulation of the environment or 

will produce wastes, 2) modifications to existing equipment or industrial processes, 3) significant 

demolition, removal or remodeling of existing structures, and 4) timing and duration of construction 

activities. 

 

c. Project magnitude: 

 

Total Project Acreage  

Linear project length  

Building height  

Number and type of residential units  

Commercial building area (in square feet)  

Industrial building area (in square feet)  

Institutional building area (in square feet)  

Other uses – specify (in square feet)  

Building height(s)  

    

 

d. Explain the project purpose; if the project will be carried out by a governmental unit, explain the need for 

the project and identify its beneficiaries. 

 

e. Are future stages of this development including development on any other property planned or likely to 

happen? __Yes   __No 

 If yes, briefly describe future stages, relationship to present project, timeline and plans for environmental 

review. 

 

f. Is this project a subsequent stage of an earlier project?  __Yes   __No 

 If yes, briefly describe the past development, timeline and any past environmental review. 

 

 

7. Cover types: Estimate the acreage of the site with each of the following cover types before and after 

development: 

 

 Before After  Before After 

 

Wetlands   Lawn/landscaping   

Deep water/streams   Impervious surface   

Wooded/forest   Stormwater Pond   

Brush/Grassland   Other (describe)   

Cropland      

   TOTAL   

 

 

8. Permits and approvals required: List all known local, state and federal permits, approvals, certifications and 

financial assistance for the project. Include modifications of any existing permits, governmental review of plans 

and all direct and indirect forms of public financial assistance including bond guarantees, Tax Increment 

Financing and infrastructure.  All of these final decisions are prohibited until all appropriate environmental 

review has been completed. See Minnesota Rules, Chapter 4410.3100. 

 

 Unit of government Type of application Status 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Cumulative potential effects may be considered and addressed in response to individual EAW Item Nos. 9-18, 

or the RGU can address all cumulative potential effects in response to EAW Item No. 19. If addressing 

cumulative effect under individual items, make sure to include information requested in EAW Item No. 19  

 

9. Land use: 

a. Describe: 

i. Existing land use of the site as well as areas adjacent to and near the site. 

 

ii. Plans.  Describe planned land use as identified in comprehensive plan (if available) and any other 

applicable plan for land use, water, or resources management by a local, regional, state, or federal 

agency.  

 

iii. Zoning, including special districts or overlays such as shoreland, floodplain, wild and scenic 

rivers, critical area, agricultural preserves, etc. 

 

b. Discuss the project’s compatibility with nearby land uses, zoning, and plans listed in Item 9a above, 

concentrating on implications for environmental effects.   

 

c. Identify measures incorporated into the proposed project to mitigate any potential incompatibility as 

discussed in Item 9b above. 

 

10. Geology, soils and topography/land forms: 

a. Geology - Describe the geology underlying the project area and identify and map any susceptible geologic 

features such as sinkholes, shallow limestone formations, unconfined/shallow aquifers, or karst conditions. 

Discuss any limitations of these features for the project and any effects the project could have on these 

features. Identify any project designs or mitigation measures to address effects to geologic features. 

 

b. Soils and topography - Describe the soils on the site, giving NRCS (SCS) classifications and descriptions, 

including limitations of soils.  Describe topography any special site conditions relating to erosion potential, 

soil stability or other soils limitations, such as steep slopes, highly permeable soils.  Provide estimated 

volume or acreage of soil excavation and/or grading. Discuss impacts from project activities (distinguish 

between construction and operational activities) related to soils and topography.  Identify measures during 

and after project construction to address soil limitations including stabilization, soil corrections or other 

measures.  Erosion/sedimentation control related to stormwater runoff should be addressed in response to 

11c 

 

11. Water and Wetlands:  

a. Describe water features on or in close proximity to the site. 

i. Surface water - lakes, streams, wetlands, intermittent channels, and county/judicial ditches. 

Include any special designations such as public waters, trout stream/lake, wildlife lakes, migratory 

waterfowl feeding/resting lake, and outstanding resource value water.  Include water quality 

impairments or special designations listed on the current MPCA 303d Impaired Waters List that 

are within 1 mile of the project. 

 

ii. Groundwater – aquifers, springs, seeps. Include 1) depth to groundwater; 2) if project is within a 

MDH wellhead protection area; 3) Identify any on-site and/or nearby wells provide unique 

numbers and well logs if available. 

 

For silica sand projects, (a)(i) and (a)(ii) above must include a hydrogeologic investigation assessing the 

potential groundwater and surface water effects and geologic conditions that could create an increased risk 

of potentially significant effects on groundwater and surface water. 

 

b. Wastewater - Describe the sources, quantities and composition of all sanitary, municipal/domestic and 

industrial wastewater produced or treated at the site.  

1) If the wastewater discharge is to a publicly owned treatment facility – Identify any pretreatment 



measures and the ability of the facility to handle the added water and waste loadings.  

2) If the wastewater discharge is to a subsurface sewage treatment systems (SSTS) – Describe the system 

used, the design flow, and suitability of site conditions for such a system.  

3) If the wastewater discharge is to surface water -Identify the wastewater treatment methods and identify 

discharge points and proposed effluent limitations to mitigate impacts. Discuss any effects to surface or 

groundwater from wastewater discharges. 

 

c. Stormwater - Describe the quantity and quality of stormwater runoff at the site prior to and post 

construction. Include the routes and receiving water bodies for runoff from the site (major downstream 

water bodies as well as the immediate receiving waters). Describe stormwater pollution prevention plans 

including temporary and permanent runoff controls and potential BMP site locations to manage or treat 

stormwater runoff. Identify specific erosion control, sedimentation control or stabilization measures to 

address soil limitations during and after project construction.  Discuss any environmental effects from 

stormwater discharges. 

 

d. Water appropriation - Describe if the project proposes to appropriate surface or groundwater (including 

dewatering). Describe the source, quantity, duration, use and purpose of the water use and if a DNR water 

appropriation permit is required. If connecting to an existing municipal water supply, identify the wells to 

be used as a water source.  Discuss environmental effects from water appropriation, including an 

assessment of the water resources available for appropriation. Identify any measures to avoid, minimize, or 

mitigate environmental effects from the water appropriation.  

 

e. Wetlands - Describe any anticipated physical effects or alterations to wetland features such as draining, 

filling, permanent inundation, dredging  and vegetative removal.  Discuss direct and indirect environmental 

effects from physical modification of wetlands, including the anticipated effects that any proposed wetland 

alterations may have to the host watershed.   Identify measures to avoid (e.g., available alternatives that 

were considered), minimize, or mitigate environmental effects to wetlands.  

Discuss whether any required compensatory wetland mitigation for unavoidable wetland impacts will occur 

in the same minor or major watershed, and identify those probable locations. 

 

f. Physical modifications - Describe any anticipated physical effects or alterations to surface water features  

(lakes, streams, ponds, intermittent channels, county/judicial ditches) such as draining, filling, permanent 

inundation, dredging, diking, stream diversion, impoundment, aquatic plant removal and riparian alteration.  

Discuss direct and indirect environmental effects from physical modification of water features. Identify 

measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate environmental effects to surface water features, including in- 

water Best Management Practices that are proposed to avoid or minimize turbidity/sedimentation while 

physically altering the water features. 

 

12. Contamination/Hazardous Materials/Wastes: 

a. Pre-project site conditions - Describe existing contamination or potential environmental hazards on or in 

close proximity to the project site such as soil or ground water contamination, abandoned dumps, closed 

landfills, existing or abandoned storage tanks, and hazardous liquid or gas pipelines. Discuss any potential 

environmental effects from pre-project site conditions that would be caused or exacerbated by project 

construction and operation. Identify measures to avoid, minimize or mitigate adverse effects from existing 

contamination or potential environmental hazards. Include development of a Contingency Plan or Response 

Action Plan. 

 

b. Project related generation/storage of solid wastes - Describe solid wastes generated/stored during 

construction and/or operation of the project.  Indicate method of disposal. Discuss potential environmental 

effects from solid waste handling, storage and disposal. Identify measures to avoid, minimize or mitigate 

adverse effects from the generation/storage of solid waste including source reduction and recycling. 

 

c. Project related use/storage of hazardous materials - Describe chemicals/hazardous materials used/stored 

during construction and/or operation of the project including method of storage. Indicate the number, 

location and size of any above or below ground tanks to store petroleum or other materials. Discuss 

potential environmental effects from accidental spill or release of hazardous materials. Identify measures to 



avoid, minimize or mitigate adverse effects from the use/storage of chemicals/hazardous materials 

including source reduction and recycling. Include development of a spill prevention plan. 

 

d. Project related generation/storage of hazardous wastes - Describe hazardous wastes generated/stored during 

construction and/or operation of the project. Indicate method of disposal. Discuss potential environmental 

effects from hazardous waste handling, storage, and disposal. Identify measures to avoid, minimize or 

mitigate adverse effects from the generation/storage of hazardous waste including source reduction and 

recycling. 

  

13. Fish, wildlife, plant communities, and  sensitive ecological resources (rare features): 

a. Describe fish and wildlife resources as well as habitats and vegetation on or in close proximity to the site.   

 

b. Describe rare features such as state-listed (endangered, threatened or special concern) species, native plant 

communities, Minnesota County Biological Survey Sites of Biodiversity Significance, and other sensitive 

ecological resources on or within close proximity to the site.  Provide the license agreement number (LA-____) 

and/or correspondence number (ERDB _____________) from which the data were obtained and attach the 

Natural Heritage letter from the DNR.  Indicate if any additional habitat or species survey work has been 

conducted within the site and describe the results.  

 

c. Discuss how the identified fish, wildlife, plant communities, rare features and ecosystems may be affected by 

the project. Include a discussion on introduction and spread of invasive species from the project construction 

and operation.  Separately discuss effects to known threatened and endangered species.  

 

d. Identify measures that will be taken to avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse effects to fish, wildlife, plant 

communities, and sensitive ecological resources. 

 

14. Historic properties: 

Describe any historic structures, archeological sites, and/or traditional cultural properties on or in close 

proximity to the site. Include: 1) historic designations, 2) known artifact areas, and 3) architectural features. 

Discuss any anticipated effects to historic properties during project construction and operation.  Identify 

measures that will be taken to avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse effects to historic properties. 

 

15. Visual: 

Describe any scenic views or vistas on or near the project site. Describe any project related visual effects such 

as vapor plumes or glare from intense lights. Discuss the potential visual effects from the project. Identify any 

measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate visual effects. 

 

16. Air:  

a. Stationary source emissions - Describe the type, sources, quantities and compositions of any emissions 

from stationary sources such as boilers or exhaust stacks. Include any hazardous air pollutants, criteria 

pollutants, and any greenhouse gases. Identify pollution control equipment and other measures that will be 

taken to avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse effects from stationary source emissions. Discuss effects to 

air quality including any sensitive receptors, human health or applicable regulatory criteria. Include a 

discussion of any methods used assess the project’s effect on air quality and the results of that assessment. 

 

b. Vehicle emissions - Describe the effect of the project’s traffic generation on air emissions. Discuss the 

project’s vehicle-related emissions effect on air quality. Identify measures (e.g. traffic operational 

improvements, diesel idling minimization plan) that will be taken to minimize or mitigate vehicle-related 

emissions. 

 

c. Dust and odors - Describe sources, characteristics, duration, quantities, and intensity of dust and odors 

generated during project construction and operation. (Fugitive dust may be discussed under item 16a). 

Discuss the effect of dust and odors in the vicinity of the project including nearby sensitive receptors and 

quality of life. Identify measures that will be taken to minimize or mitigate the effects of dust and odors. 

 



17. Noise:  

Describe sources, characteristics, duration, quantities, and intensity of noise generated during project 

construction and operation. Discuss the effect of noise in the vicinity of the project including 1) existing noise 

levels/sources in the area, 2) nearby sensitive receptors, 3) conformance to state noise standards, and 4) quality 

of life. Identify measures that will be taken to minimize or mitigate the effects of noise. 

 

18. Transportation: 

a. Describe traffic-related aspects of project construction and operation. Include: 1) existing and proposed 

additional parking spaces, 2) estimated total average daily traffic generated, 3) estimated maximum peak 

hour traffic generated and time of occurrence, 4) indicate source of trip generation rates used in the 

estimates, and 5) availability of transit and/or other alternative transportation modes.  

 

b. Discuss the effect on traffic congestion on affected roads and describe any traffic improvements necessary. 

The analysis must discuss the project’s impact on the regional transportation system. 

 

c. Identify measures that will be taken to minimize or mitigate project related transportation effects.  

 

19. Cumulative potential effects: (Preparers can leave this item blank if cumulative potential effects are addressed 

under the applicable EAW Items)  

a. Describe the geographic and temporal scales of the project related environmental effects that could 

combine with other environmental effects resulting in cumulative potential effects.   

 

b. Describe any reasonably foreseeable future projects (for which a basis of expectation has been laid) that 

may interact with environmental effects of the proposed project within the geographic and temporal scales 

identified above.  

 

c. Discuss the nature of the cumulative potential effects and summarize any other available information 

relevant to determining whether there is potential for significant environmental effects due to these 

cumulative effects. 

 

20. Other potential environmental effects:  If the project may cause any additional environmental effects not 

addressed by items 1 to 19, describe the effects here, discuss the how the environment will be affected, and 

identify measures that will be taken to minimize and mitigate these effects. 

 

RGU CERTIFICATION.  (The Environmental Quality Board will only accept SIGNED Environmental 

Assessment Worksheets for public notice in the EQB Monitor.) 

  

 I hereby certify that: 

 The information contained in this document is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge. 

 The EAW describes the complete project; there are no other projects, stages or components other than 

those described in this document, which are related to the project as connected actions or phased actions, 

as defined at Minnesota Rules, parts 4410.0200, subparts 9b and 60, respectively. 

 Copies of this EAW are being sent to the entire EQB distribution list. 

 

Signature   Date                                       

 

 

Title    
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